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LEGISLATURE MEETS IN SPECIAL SESSION; GOVERNOR SIGNS 5 BILLS INTO LAW  
 
The New Mexico Legislature convened in Santa Fe October 1–2 for a special session 
called by Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham to address the state-level impacts of 
the recently enacted federal H.R. 1 – One Big Beautiful Bill. In her "call" to 
legislators, the Governor outlined 11 specific items for lawmakers to consider, 
including proposals related to health care funding, vaccination standards, and court 
competency procedures. Among the issues 
listed were: 
 
• Expanding the Rural Health Care Delivery 
Fund to support providers and facilities in 
high-needs shortage areas and to stabilize 
existing services; 
• Adjusting eligibility for the state’s health 
insurance exchange; 
• Updating immunization rules for children 
and adults; 
• Appropriating funds in response to federal budget cuts and for several state 
agencies; and 
• Funding the study and implementation of interstate medical licensing compacts. 
 
During the brief session, legislators introduced 11 bills. The top priority for NMHA 
was Senate Bill 1 – Health Care Grants and Stabilization, which expands the state’s 
Rural Health Care Delivery Fund (not to be confused with the new federal Rural 
Health Transformation Program) to help sustain essential health care services at risk 
of closure or reduction. The bill also extends eligibility to providers located in HRSA-
designated high-needs geographic health professional shortage areas. Before the 
session began, draft language surfaced that would have excluded for-profit 
hospitals and providers from accessing the Fund and required disclosure of detailed 
financial and governance information in applications. Among many issues, we were 
concerned that his could impact those hospitals’ ability to access funds as part of 
the federal Rural Health Transformation Program if the state placed those dollars in 
the existing Rural Health Care Delivery Fund. Thanks to swift advocacy by NMHA, 
our partners, and you and your government relations teams and lobbyists, this 
language was removed prior to introduction. Several legislators raised concerns 
about the omitted for-profit language, including Senator Katy Duhigg on the floor 
of the Senate. In response, Health Care Authority Secretary Kari Armijo noted 
during committee hearings that applicants for stabilization funds will still likely need 
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BREAKING NEWS: 
 
The HCA has 
updated their Rural 
Health 
Transformation 
Program Timeline 
as of Friday, 
October 17. There 
is a public meeting 
on the state’s grant 
application design   
at 10:00 am MT on 
OCTOBER 22. 
Register in advance 
on Zoom: 
 
https://us02web.zo
om.us/meeting/reg
ister/q7q0VM6dTN
iK9GEBHZ3bog#/re
gistration 

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Publications/2025_special_session_proclamation.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Publications/2025_special_session_proclamation.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=1&year=25s
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00293/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20251001/-1/77700?startposition=20251001180036&mediaEndTime=20251001180641&viewMode=3&globalStreamId=3
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00293/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20251001/-1/77700?startposition=20251001180036&mediaEndTime=20251001180641&viewMode=3&globalStreamId=3
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85885923577?pwd=Vws5NdIOXDL9yiIfSCH997t9SxbAY4.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85885923577?pwd=Vws5NdIOXDL9yiIfSCH997t9SxbAY4.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/q7q0VM6dTNiK9GEBHZ3bog%23/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/q7q0VM6dTNiK9GEBHZ3bog%23/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/q7q0VM6dTNiK9GEBHZ3bog%23/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/q7q0VM6dTNiK9GEBHZ3bog%23/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/q7q0VM6dTNiK9GEBHZ3bog%23/registration
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to provide robust financial documentation to demonstrate their inability to continue providing the services 
without state support. 
 
The other four bills that were signed into law (no bills were vetoed) are: 

• House Bill 1 – General Appropriations  
• House Bill 2 – Health Care Coverage Changes (expands the uses of the Health Care Affordability Fund to 

support individuals losing premium tax credits for health insurance exchange plans) 
• Senate Bill 2 – Criminal Competency 
• Senate Bill 3 – Immunization Rules & Recommendations (see Source NM article for more information) 

 
House Bill 1 includes $100,000 to “implement interstate compacts regarding health care professionals.” No 
other legislation about interstate compacts advanced.  
 
Please reach out to Julia Ruetten, jruetten@nmhsc.com, with any questions. 
 
 
OUR BIGGEST EVENT YET: THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE 80TH ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The show must go on, and while we worked the special session and followed developments closely, nothing 
could stop us from gathering with our New Mexico hospital community at the 80th Annual Meeting September 
30 – October 2. Once again, the Sandia Resort provided a beautiful backdrop and our members, sponsors, 
speakers, partners and statewide hospital volunteers came together to celebrate, learn and network. Photos 
by Warren Yehl, Julia Ruetten, Andrea Lohse and Lydia Caba. Look for a report on the 8th Annual New Mexico 
Hospital Quality Awards in our next issue. Thank you all!   

At left: The winning team! Our golf event benefitted NMHA HealthPAC and this year’s 
matching charitable donation recipient, Health Leadership High School. 

At right: Flat Troy welcomes attendees to the Annual Meeting.  

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=B&legNo=1&year=25s
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=B&legNo=2&year=25s
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=2&year=25s
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=3&year=25s
https://sourcenm.com/2025/10/09/lujan-grisham-signs-nm-vaccine-bill-passed-in-special-session/
mailto:jruetten@nmhsc.com
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Immediate Past Chair Warren Yehl; 2025-26 Board of 
Directors Chair Kate Becker; (the real, 3D) Troy Clark 

Keynote Hannah Ubl talks workplace culture 
with attendees spanning 4 generations. 

Leticia Archuleta of Health Leadership High School, 
Albuquerque, introduces one of her seniors, who through 

STEM-focused course work and joint college classes at 
CNM will graduate high school with her Medical Assistant 

certificate next May. 

Fun with friends! Perfect weather set the stage for our 
networking dinner and Cornhole Tournament. Congratulations 

to Socorro General Hospital, this year’s champs! They’ll 
become the home of the coveted traveling trophy.  

Troy Clark leads the “Meet with your MCOs” panel. 
From left, Clark with Janice Torrez, Tony Hernandez, 

Darcie Robran-Marquez, and Drew Peterson. 

https://www.phs.org/socorro-general-hospital
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YOUR ANNUAL MEETING APP IS THE RESOURCE THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 
 
NMHA,  HSC and our Co-Host, Spacelabs Healthcare, are grateful to 
you, our healthcare community, for making the 80th Annual Meeting a 
success.  
 
Don’t forget, our event app stays live all year. Access the app to: 
 

• Find information on the sponsors you met. 
• Study Quality Award project storyboards. 
• Revisit the presentations you loved (and see some you 

missed). 
• Read speaker and member bios. 

 
Use this link to install to the app to your mobile 
device:  https://my.yapp.us/NMHA80TH2025 
If you have the Yapp™ app, but haven’t yet accessed this meeting, use 
the code NMHA80TH2025 at the prompt.  
 
If you’ve previously installed Yapp™ and entered the code but still 
cannot see and/or access this event—delete/uninstall the app and 
reinstall it. 
 

GOVERNOR LUJAN GRISHAM REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL MALPRACTICE REFORM, SENATE 
REPUBLICANS HOST MALPRACTICE TOWN HALL 
 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham repeated her support for addressing medical malpractice reform during a 
recent interview on NMPBS’s New Mexico in Focus. The Governor announced that she intends to include 
medical malpractice on the “call” for the upcoming 2026 Legislative Session, allowing lawmakers to take up the 
issue during the 30-day session. She also voiced her support for New Mexico’s participation in various 
interstate medical licensure compacts. Watch the Governor’s remarks here. 
 
In a separate event, NMHA and our members participated in the 
New Mexico Senate Republicans’ Healthcare Access Task Force 
meeting on September 29, where the conversation brought 
together providers, patients, business leaders, and Secretary 
Gina DeBlaisse of the Department of Health to explore 
challenges and potential solutions. Kaye Green, CEO of 
Roosevelt General Hospital, Darren Shafer, MD, Medical 
Director of Urgent and Emergent Services at Presbyterian 
Healthcare Services, and NMHA’s Julia Ruetten participated in a 
panel discussion focused on the current landscape for our 
state’s hospitals relative to medical malpractice. View the full 
hearing here. 
  

Photo: Patrick Lohmann, Source NM 
https://sourcenm.com/briefs/nm-gop-forum-lays-out-

states-medical-malpractice-challenges/  

https://www.nmhospitals.org/
https://www.nmhospitalservices.com/
https://spacelabshealthcare.com/
https://my.yapp.us/NMHA80TH2025
https://www.newmexicopbs.org/productions/newmexicoinfocus/gov-breaks-down-special-session-sf-mayors-race/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KieRYMU14AQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KieRYMU14AQ
https://my.yapp.us/NMHA80TH2025
https://sourcenm.com/briefs/nm-gop-forum-lays-out-states-medical-malpractice-challenges/
https://sourcenm.com/briefs/nm-gop-forum-lays-out-states-medical-malpractice-challenges/
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FREE COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVENT OCTOBER 23 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/voices-for-hope-suicide-prevention-and-mental-health-awareness-
tickets-1633030581429?utm_experiment=test_share_listing&aff=ebdsshios 
 

 
 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fvoices-for-hope-suicide-prevention-and-mental-health-awareness-tickets-1633030581429%3Futm_experiment%3Dtest_share_listing%26aff%3Debdsshios&data=05%7C02%7Calohse%40nmhsc.com%7Cc96a4b4ed899408ab0a808de0d8d6418%7C6e6cce72b91b402eaa020bbca81f7305%7C0%7C0%7C638963098075811098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xSosEM42g4G6fWhXBEKqtEkarjCPIRi1X8fFsuh04Ow%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fvoices-for-hope-suicide-prevention-and-mental-health-awareness-tickets-1633030581429%3Futm_experiment%3Dtest_share_listing%26aff%3Debdsshios&data=05%7C02%7Calohse%40nmhsc.com%7Cc96a4b4ed899408ab0a808de0d8d6418%7C6e6cce72b91b402eaa020bbca81f7305%7C0%7C0%7C638963098075811098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xSosEM42g4G6fWhXBEKqtEkarjCPIRi1X8fFsuh04Ow%3D&reserved=0
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CARA WORKGROUPS FORMING: REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE ON BEHALF OF HOSPITALS BY OCTOBER 21 
 
CARA Workgroup Application 
 
As the implementation of SB42 moves forward the HCA is seeking 
community and other stakeholder input and will be convening 6 
distinct workgroups to inform the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act (CARA) Program redesign. The NMHA strongly 
encourages hospital participation in this process. The CARA 
Workgroups are as follows: 
 

CARA Navigator Work Group - this work group will create 
processes for CARA Navigators to access information about 
members in the CARA Program who are identified 
prenatally, intrapartum, postpartum or in the emergency 
department and connect with these individuals to assist with fulfilling the plans of safe care. The CARA 
Navigators will be responsible for creating touch points and documentation as well as ensuring that 
referrals are completed via closed loop processes. 
 
CARA Hospital Presence Work Group - this work group will create processes to act as a hub among the 
following stakeholders: facilities, CARA Navigators, CYFD, and MCOs. The processes must ensure timely 
Plan of Safe Care initiation and Safety Plans for Children in state custody situations as well as 
compliance with state and federal regulations. 
 
CARA Plan of Safe Care (POSC) Work Group - this work group will update the existing POSC template 
and expand it to include record of documentation for CARA Navigator touch points and all 
interdisciplinary actions.   This work group will also define ‘compliance’ metrics and outcomes for the 
POSC. This work group will also draft patient information and informed consent documents to be 
standardized for use in all health care settings in the state. 
 
CARA Training Work Group - this work group will work with BHSD to identify screening tools, create 
trainings and protocols for health care providers across the state. This work group will also be 
responsible for aligning trainings with national standards for perinatal people with substance use 
disorders, as well as training providers in screening newborns. 
 
CARA POSC Portal Work Group - this work group will be a cross-state agency team responsible for 
researching and selecting a portal vendor, creating policy relevant to the portal as required by Senate 
Bill 42, influencing components of the portal, and holding testing sessions with providers to elicit 
feedback. This work group will create training for providers on how to use the portal. 
 
CARA Tribal Work Group - this work group will be responsible for oversight of interventions to ensure 
cultural safety, as well as ensuring timely communications with all Tribal Nations about individuals 
enrolled in a CARA POSC. 
 

The HCA invites robust community input, from those with lived experiences and knowledge from the various 
and diverse New Mexico communities. Complete the application at this link: CARA Work Group Application  to 
select the work group(s) of interest between by Oct. 21, 2025. If selected, you will be notified by email by Oct. 
28. Work groups will meet remotely (online) approximately every 2 weeks until summer 2026. 

 
 
https://www.hca.nm.gov/comprehensive-
addiction-and-recovery-act-cara/ 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9GuqBDbUb0K_pAS3pw5g_1h3ei0nm-1Pu0ye1uXeB1FUM1c2ODUzMlhZUzNZSDlEQzY4NzhCUzI5Vi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9GuqBDbUb0K_pAS3pw5g_1h3ei0nm-1Pu0ye1uXeB1FUM1c2ODUzMlhZUzNZSDlEQzY4NzhCUzI5Vi4u&route=shorturl
https://www.hca.nm.gov/comprehensive-addiction-and-recovery-act-cara/
https://www.hca.nm.gov/comprehensive-addiction-and-recovery-act-cara/
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MORE FROM HCA: NEWS YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Changes to Allowable Telehealth Services in Medicaid 
During the Covid-19 public health emergency, the federal government 
expanded allowance of telehealth services via audio-only platforms. 
The extension of this federal allowance for audio-only telehealth 
service ended September 30, 2025, with the exception of behavioral 
health services. The allowance to use audio-only telehealth platforms 

for behavioral health services has been extended permanently. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Consolidated Customer Service Center for New Mexico Medicaid at 1-800-299-7304. 
 
Turquoise Care Claims Roadshow Postponed 
The Health Care Authority is committed to ensuring that the launch of the Turquoise Claims system is 
seamless, reliable, and beneficial to providers and the New Mexicans you serve.  
 
As part of this commitment, HCA has decided to reschedule the upcoming Turquoise Claims Roadshow events 
to allow more time for final improvements and testing. This proactive step ensures that when we meet with 
you, we can demonstrate a system that reflects the high standards of quality and performance that providers 
expect and deserve.  
 
We are working to make the necessary improvements and will communicate the new dates for Turquoise 
Claims demos as soon as they are determined. Thank you for your continued support, patience, and 
partnership as we work toward delivering a system that meets your needs.  
 
For updated information and resources, visit the  Turquoise Claims web page.  
 
If you have any questions, please email us at HCA-TurquoiseClaims@hca.nm.gov.  
 

https://www.hca.nm.gov/turquoise-claims/
mailto:HCA-TurquoiseClaims@hca.nm.gov
https://www.hca.nm.gov/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/3UsKRvNgQ0WisX8YbTxQwQ#/registration
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AI is filling gaps in New Mexico’s strained health care sector — and stirring unease, Natalie Robbins, Albuquerque 
Journal, NMHA: Troy Clark (NMHA), Mel Peralta (Lovelace Heart Institute), Diego Gonzales (PresNOW)/Presbyterian, 
UNMH, 10-13-2025 
 
My View Jennifer Schroer, Patients pay the price for lack of bold reform, Jen Schroer, Santa Fe New Mexican, NMHA: 
NMHA, UNMH, 10-11-2025  
 
San Juan Regional named top New Mexico hospital, SJRMC earns top honors in NMHA Quest for Excellence Awards, 
Lenora Lare, Tri-City Record, NMHA: Cindy Baez, Maranda Marquez, Jason Rounds (San Juan Regional); Troy Clark 
(NMHA), 10-10-2025 
 
OPINION: Justice denied: Lawmakers sidestepped bold reform, Jen Schroer, Albuquerque Journal, NMHA: NMHA, 
UNMH, 10-10-2025 
 
Nonprofit hopes to help New Mexicans frustrated with doctor shortage, Jacqlin Aragon, KOB, NMHA: NMHA, 10-14-
2025 
 
NM lawmakers offer preview of next year’s medical malpractice legislation, Republicans, Democrats and Gov all 
expected to throw in possible solutions, Patrick Lohmann, Source NM, NMHA: UNMH, 10-13-2025  
 
UNM Hospital nurse killed in crash, confusion in court over suspect’s actions, Jacqlin Aragon, KOB4, NMHA: Alec 
Montoya, UNMH, 10-10-2025  
 
New Mexico Patients Organize for Healthcare Reform, Sara E. Teller, Legal Reader, Legal News, Analysis & Commentary, 
NMHA:  Troy Clark, 10-9-2025  
 
States scramble to access $50B rural health fund to offset Medicaid cuts, Abigail Wilt, Tucson Sentinel, NMHA: James 
Kiser, Holy Cross Medical center, 10-9-2025  
 
Putting off a screening mammogram can delay life-saving care, Greg Repetti, Las Cruces Sun-News, Interim CEO, 
MountainView Regional Medical Center, NMHA: Greg Repetti, MountainView Regional, 10-9-2025  
 
Hospital sees little promise in fed relief funding, Stephanie Gates, Taos News, NMHA: Brittany Hamilton, James Kiser, 
Sue Romansky, Victoria Santistevan, Holy Cross, 10-7-2025 
 
New nonprofit aims to elevate patient voices amid doctor shortage in New Mexico, Daniel J. Chacón, Santa Fe New 
Mexican, NMHA: Troy Clark, 10-6-2025  
 
UNM Hospital Critical Care Tower Now Open, UNM Health Sciences News, NMHA: UNMH, 10-5-2025  
 
My View Christina Campos, Health care compacts will maximize federal dollars for rural hospitals, Christina Campos, 
Santa Fe New Mexican, NMHA: Guadalupe County, 10-2-2025  
 
Patient-Led NM Launches Statewide Summits and Video Campaign to Spotlight New Mexico’s Healthcare Crisis, A Call 
for New Mexicans to Demand Policy Reform That Secures Timely Access to High-Quality Care, Patient-Led NM, KOIN 6 
News via Globe Newswire, NMHA: Troy Clark, NMHA, 9-30-2025 

NMHA AND OUR MEMBERS IN THE NEWS… 

https://www.abqjournal.com/business/article_46fd93ca-008c-4747-9eb7-df63d61b032b.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/my_view/patients-pay-the-price-for-lack-of-bold-reform/article_55cc912f-33cb-4ed2-a72d-6ee807547631.html
https://www.tricityrecordnm.com/articles/san-juan-regional-named-top-new-mexico-hospital/
https://www.tricityrecordnm.com/articles/san-juan-regional-named-top-new-mexico-hospital/
https://www.kob.com/news/top-news/nonprofit-hopes-to-help-new-mexicans-frustrated-with-doctor-shortage/
https://sourcenm.com/2025/10/13/nm-lawmakers-offer-preview-of-next-years-medical-malpractice-legislation/
https://sourcenm.com/2025/10/13/nm-lawmakers-offer-preview-of-next-years-medical-malpractice-legislation/
https://www.kob.com/new-mexico/unm-hospital-nurse-killed-in-crash-confusion-in-court-over-suspects-actions/
https://www.legalreader.com/new-mexico-patients-organize-for-healthcare-reform/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/nationworld/report/100925_rural_medicaid/states-scramble-access-50b-rural-health-fund-offset-medicaid-cuts/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/opinion/2025/10/09/putting-off-a-screening-mammogram-can-delay-life-saving-care/86507308007/
https://www.taosnews.com/news/health/hospital-sees-little-promise-in-fed-relief-funding/article_e13480b0-5626-55ec-8c70-dccd70a99ccb.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/new-nonprofit-aims-to-elevate-patient-voices-amid-doctor-shortage-in-new-mexico/article_dbdb48f8-4c29-4185-813d-48fa13a63c75.html
https://hscnews.unm.edu/news/unm-hospital-critical-care-tower-opens-to-patients-oct-5
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/my_view/health-care-compacts-will-maximize-federal-dollars-for-rural-hospitals/article_354addec-d6ef-4e54-968f-1d02f30f2c9b.html
https://www.koin.com/business/press-releases/globenewswire/9538146/patient-led-nm-launches-statewide-summits-and-video-campaign-to-spotlight-new-mexicos-healthcare-crisis/
https://www.koin.com/business/press-releases/globenewswire/9538146/patient-led-nm-launches-statewide-summits-and-video-campaign-to-spotlight-new-mexicos-healthcare-crisis/
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